
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
PERMIT TO TRANSPORT AND SELL NONFERROUS METALS 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 

Name: 
  

Date of Application: 
 

 
Address: 

 
Phone Number: 

  
Alternate Phone Number: 

 

 
Driver's License/Identification #: 

  
State Issued: 

 

 
Date of Birth: 

 
Height: 

 
Weight: Hair: 

 
Eyes: 

 
I have read and understand SC Code §16-17-680 and §16-11-523 and that it is my responsibility to comply with all requirements of the 

law. While a partial list of relevant laws are listed below, I understand that it is my responsibility to comply with the law at all times. I 
understand that: 
§16-17-680 (C)(1) states that anyone who wants to transport or sell nonferrous metals to a secondary metals recycler shall obtain a permit to 
transport and sell the nonferrous metals. 
§16-17-680 (C)(2) states that a resident of South Carolina or an entity located in South Carolina, shall obtain a permit from the Sheriff of the 
county in which the person resides or has a secondary residence. 
§16-17-680 (C)(8) states a permit is valid statewide and expires on the person's birth date on the second calendar year after the calendar year in 
which the permit is issued, or, if the permittee is an entity, the permit expires on the date of issuance on the second calendar year after the 
calendar year in which the permit is issued. 
§16-17-680 (D)(l) states it is unlawful to purchase nonferrous metals in any amount for the purpose of recycling the nonferrous metals from a 
seller unless the purchaser is a secondary metals recycler who has a valid permit to purchase nonferrous metals and the seller has a valid permit 
to transport and sell nonferrous metals. 
§16-17-680 (E)(l)(a) states that it is unlawful to sell nonferrous metals in any amount to a secondary metals recycler unless the secondary metals 
recycler has a valid permit to purchase nonferrous metals issued and the seller has a valid permit to transport and sell nonferrous metals.  
§16-11-523 (8) states it is unlawful for a person to willfully and maliciously cut, mutilate, deface, or otherwise injure any personal or real 
property, including any fixtures or improvements, for the purpose of obtaining nonferrous metals in any amount. 
§16-17-680 (I)(2) states that it is unlawful to possess, obtain or otherwise acquire, transport, or sell a used detached catalytic converter or any 
nonferrous part of a catalytic converter without a permit and without providing the following documentation to law enforcement and/or a permitted 
secondary metals recycler:  

1) Name of the person or company that removed the converter;  
2) The name of the person for whom the work was completed;  
3) Make and model of the vehicle from which the converter was removed;  
4) The VIN of the vehicle from which the converter was removed;  
5) Part number of other identifying number of the converter; and  
6) Certificate of title or certificate of registration which must show seller’s ownership interest in the vehicle from with the converter was removed 

I understand that if any of my responses on this form change for any reason, my non-ferrous metal permit application must be updated with the issuing 
agency within five (5) days of their occurrence. I understand that if I fail to notify the issuing agency of any changes and continue to use my permit to 
sell/transport non-ferrous metal, my permit may be suspended.  
By signing below, I acknowledge that I understand that I must comply with all local, State and Federal laws at all times. I swear or affirm that all 
statements made on this application are true and correct. I am informed of and will comply with the requirements of Chapter 16 Title 17 Section 680 of 
the State of South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976. I further understand that a permit may be denied, suspended or revoked at any time if the local law 
enforcement agency discovers that the information on this application is inaccurate or I do not comply with the requirements of Chapter 16 Title 17 
Section 680 and Chapter 16 Title 11 Section 523 of the State of South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976. 

 
 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE          DATE 
 
 
 

For Official Colleton County Sheriff’s Office Use Only 
PERMIT NUMBER: Date Issued: 

County of Issue: Colleton County Date Expires: 

ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS PERMIT SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE ISSUING AGENCY:  COLLETON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
394 Mable T Willis BLVD, Walterboro, SC. 29488 

(843)549-2211 
 

REPLACEMENT PERMIT FEE: $10 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
PERMIT TO TRANSPORT AND SELL NONFERROUS METALS 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Non-Ferrous Metals 
 
S. C. State Law (16-11-523) requires an individual to have a permit in order to transport or sell any amount of nonferrous metal. 
Nonferrous metals are metals not containing significant quantities of iron or steel. They include copper wire, copper clad steel wire, 
copper pipe, copper bars, copper sheeting and aluminum; a product that is a mixture of aluminum and copper; catalytic converters; 
and stainless steel beer kegs or containers.  
 
To obtain a permit, free of charge, appear in person at the Sheriff's Office located at 394 Mable T. Willis Blvd.; Walterboro, S.C. 
29488 (843/549-2211).  Permits will be issued Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Office will be closed on Federal, 
State and County holidays. Permit will be valid for two years.  If your permit is lost or stolen during that two year period you can 
replace it for a fee of $10. 
 
Please note the following regarding Nonferrous Metal Permits: 

•    Permits are issued by the Sheriff's Office in the county in which the individual resides. 
•    Permits for Colleton County residents are issued only at: 

Colleton County Sheriff's Office 394 Mable T. Willis Blvd.; Walterboro, S.C. 29488 (843)549-2211 
•    Permits are non-transferrable -meaning it can’t be transferred between people. 
•    No permit is required to recycle aluminum cans. 

 
You must have in your possession and present valid South Carolina Driver's License (SCDL) or South Carolina Identification 
Card (SCID) that shows residency in Colleton County or a United States Military ID. 
 
If you do not have a valid SCDL or SCID showing residency in Colleton County a criminal background check must be 
completed by CCSO Command Staff.  There is a 48-hour turnaround time for non-ferrous permits and up to 30 days for 
approval of precious metal permits. 
 
RADIATORS & COILS: Prohibits The Sale of Aluminum/Copper Radiators or Aluminum Radiators from HVAC Units from the 
public without a Bill Of Sale from Licensed Contractor.  Coils from Window Units If Intact and Automobiles Are Accepted 
 
VEHICLES 12 YEARS OR NEWER: You must have one of the following (in your name or assigned to you): Title or Magistrate’s 
Order of Sale.  
 
VEHICLE OLDER THAN 12 YEARS: You must have one of the following (in your name or assigned to you): Title, Magistrate’s 
Order of Sale or Affidavit of Disposal from SCDMV.  All vehicles must have a legible and legal VIN attached to the vehicle. 
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